AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Depariment of Veterans Affairs

and covered to the General Fund of the
Department of the Treasury.

(2) Witness fees for testimony shall
be paid to the witness, who shall en-
dorse the check ‘“‘pay to the United
States,”” and surrender it to his or her
supervisor. It shall thereafter be depos-
ited in the General Fund.

(3) The private party requesting a VA
witness shall forward in advance nec-
essary round trip tickets and all reg-
uisite travel and per diem funds.

(9) A waiver of any fees in connection
with the testimony of an expert wit-
ness may be granted by the appropriate
VA official at the official’s discretion
provided that the waiver is in the in-
terest of the United States. Fee waiv-
ers shall not be routinely granted, nor
shall they be granted under cir-
cumstances which might create the ap-
pearance that the VA or the United
States favors one party or a position
advocated by a party to the legal pro-
ceeding.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501 (a) and (b); 5 U.S.C.
301)

PART 15—ENFORCEMENT OF NON-
DISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS
OF HANDICAP IN PROGRAMS
OR ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED BY
THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS

Sec.

15.101 Purpose.

15.102 Application.

15.103 Definitions.

15.104-15.109 [Reserved]

15.110 Self-evaluation.

15.111 Notice.

15.112-15.129 [Reserved]

15.130 General prohibitions against dis-
crimination.

15.131-15.139 [Reserved]

15.140 Employment.

15.141-15.148 [Reserved]

15.149 Program accessibility: Discrimina-
tion prohibited.

15.150 Program accessibility: Existing fa-
cilities.

15.151 Program accessibility: New construc-
tion and alterations.

15.152-15.159 [Reserved]

15.160 Communications.

15.161-15.169 [Reserved]

15.170 Compliance procedures.

15.171-15.999 [Reserved]

AUTHORITY: 29 U.S.C. 794.

§15.103

SOURCE: 53 FR 25885, July 8, 1988, unless
otherwise noted.

§15.101 Purpose.

The purpose of this regulation is to
effectuate section 119 of the Rehabili-
tation, Comprehensive Services, and
Developmental Disabilities Amend-
ments of 1978, which amended section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 to
prohibit discrimination on the basis of
handicap in programs or activities con-
ducted by Executive agencies or the
United States Postal Service.

§15.102 Application.

This regulation (8§§15.101-15.170) ap-
plies to all programs or activities con-
ducted by the agency, except for pro-
grams or activities conducted outside
the United States that do not involve
individuals with handicaps in the
United States.

§15.103 Definitions.

For purposes of this regulation, the
term—

Assistant Attorney General means the
Assistant Attorney General, Civil
Rights Division, United States Depart-
ment of Justice.

Auxiliary aids means services or de-
vices that enable persons with im-
paired sensory, manual, or speaking
skills to have an equal opportunity to
participate in, and enjoy the benefits
of, programs or activities conducted by
the agency. For example, auxiliary aids
useful for persons with impaired vision
include readers, Brailled materials,
audio recordings, and other similar
services and devices. Auxiliary aids
useful for persons with impaired hear-
ing include telephone handset ampli-
fiers, telephones compatible with hear-
ing aids, telecommunication devices
for deaf persons (TDD’s), interpreters,
notetakers, written materials, and
other similar services and devices.

Complete complaint means a written
statement that contains the complain-
ant’s name and address and describes
the agency’s alleged discriminatory ac-
tion in sufficient detail to inform the
agency of the nature and date of the al-
leged violation of section 504. It shall
be signed by the complainant or by
someone authorized to do so on his or
her behalf. Complaints filed on behalf
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